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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
UNDER 37 C.F.R. 1.56. 1.97 AND 1.98 

Sir: 

Applicants submit herewith patents, publications, and other information of which they 
are aware, which they believe may be material, as defined in 37 C.F.R. 1.56(b), to the 
examination of this application and in respect of which there may be a duty to disclose in 
--accordance with 37 C.F.R. 1.56(a). While information referred to in this Information 
Disclosure Statement may be material pursuant to 37 C.F.R. 1.56(b), the filing of this 
Information Disclosure Statement is not intended to, pursuant to 37 C.F.R. 1.97(h), constitute 
an admission that any patent, publication or other information referred to is, or is considered 
to be, material to the patentability of this invention. Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. 1 .97(g), the filing 
of this Information Disclosure Statement shall not be construed to mean that a search has 
been made or that no other material information exists. 
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(a) This information Disclosure Statement is filed within the period set forth in 
§ 1.97(b) because it accompanies the new patent application submitted herewith, is 
filed within three months of the filing date of a national application or within three 
months of the date of entry of the national stage as set forth in §1.491 in an 
international application. Or is believed to be filed before the mailing date of a first 
Office Action on the merits, whichever event occurs last. However, in the event that 
the first office action has been mailed, the Commissioner is authorized to charge any 
fees under 37 C.F.R. 1. 17(p) or credit any overpayment to Account No. 50-0935. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is filed after the period set forth in 37 C.F.R. 
1.97(b), but is believed to be filed before the mailing date of a final action under 
§1.311, whichever occurs first. 

□ ( 1 ) The undersigned attorney certifies that each item of information 
contained in this Information Disclosure Statement was cited in a 
communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign 
application not more than three months prior to the filing of this statement; 

□ (2) The undersigned attorney certifies that no item of information 
contained in this Information Disclosure Statement was cited in a 
communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign 
application or, to the knowledge of the undersigned attorney after making 
reasonable inquiry, was known to any individual designated in §1.56 (c) more 
than three months prior to the filing of this statement; or 

□ (3) This Information Disclosure Statement is accompanied by a transmittal 
letter in which payment of the fee set forth in § 1 . 1 7(p) and required by 37 
C.F.R. 1.97 (c) is authorized. 
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Patents 

1. U.S. Patent No. 3,818,858, issued June 25, 1974, entitled "Datable Food Storage 
Container" of Kramer et al; 

2. U.S. Patent No. 3,873,735, issued March 25, 1975, entitled "Food Package for Heating 
and Venting", of Chalin et al; 

3. U.S. Patent No. 3,974,916, issued August 17, 1976, entitled "Visual Indicator for 
Identifying Container Contents", of Bartolucci; 

4. U.S. Patent No. 4,261,504, issued April 14, 1981, entitled "Heat-Sealable, Ovenable 
Containers", of Cowan; 

5. U.S. Patent No. 4,574,174, issued March 4, 1986, entitled "Convenience Dinner 
Container and Method" of McGonigle; 

6. U.S. Patent No. 4,762,248, issued August 9, 1988, entitled "Tamper Resistant Wide 
Mouth Package", of Uhlig; 

7. U.S. Patent No. 5,039,001, issued August 13, 1991, entitled "Microwavable Package and 
Process", of Kinigakis et al; 

8. U.S. Patent No. 5,328,047, issued July 12, 1994, entitled "Double Locking Pail and Cover 
for Regulated Materials", of Smith; 

9. U.S. Patent No. 5,363,978, issued November 15, 1994, entitled "Seal With Vent", of 
Mo/o; 

10. U.S. Patent No. 5,377,860, issued January 3, 1995, entitled "Double Seal Food 
Container", of Littlejohn et al; 

11. U.S. Patent No. 5,642,605, issued July 1, 1997, entitled "Food Portion Inventory Device 
With Imprinted Predetermined Data Indicia", of Tenner et al; 

12. U.S. Patent No. 5,750,967, issued May 12, 1998, entitled "Microwavable Container With 
Steam Vent Valve, of Sprauer, Jr.; 

13. U.S. Patent No. 5,780,824, issued July 14, 1998, entitled "Expandable and Self- Venting 
Novelty Container for Cooking Microwavable Popcorn", of Matos; 

14. U.S. Patent No. 5,790,718, issued August 4, 1998, entitled "Food Portion Inventory 
Device With Imprinted Predetermined Date Indicia, of Tenner et al; 

15. U.S. Patent No. 5,839,581, issued November 24, 1998, entitled "Spill-Resistant Drinking 
Vessel with Indicia, of Vagedes; 

16. U.S. Patent No. 6,021,917, issued February 8, 2000, entitled "Pail and Plastic Lid 
Comprising Non-Linear, Flexible Ribs", oiLovell et al; 

17. U.S. Patent No. 6,056,138, issued May 2, 2000, entitled "Triple Seal Container" of Chen; 
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18. U.S. Patent No. 6,168,044, issued January 2, 2001, entitled "Container Having A Snap Fit 
Selectively Detachable Lid", of Zettle et al; 

19. U.S. Patent No. 6,170,696, issued January 9, 2001, entitled "Sealing Container", of 
Tucker et al; 

20. U.S. Patent No. 6,196,404, issued March 6, 2001, entitled "Triple Seal Container with 
Protrusion", of Chen; 

21 . U.S. Patent No. 6,260,729, issued July 17, 2001, entitled "Article for Food Sealing and 
Storage", of Mitchell et al.; 

22. U.S. Patent No. 6,305,546, issued October 23, 2001, entitled "Food Storage Containers" 
of Saunders et al; 

23. U.S. Patent No. 6,460,716, issued October 8, 2002, entitled "Container With Food Seals", 
of Wong; 

24. U.S. Patent No. 6,467,647, issued October 22, 2002, entitled "Seating Container", of 
Tucker et al.; 

25. Reissue Patent No. Re. 32,739, reissued August 30, 1988, entitled "Frozen Food Package 
and Cover Lid", of Terauds. 

Publications 

1 . United States Patent Application Publication No. US2002/005368 A 1 , published January 
17, 2002, entitled "Reusable Lid With Date Indicating Device", of Ferretti (U.S. Serial 
No. 09/277, filed March 26, 1999) {see, also, United States Application Publication No. 
US2003/00 15450 Al, published January 23, 2003, entitled "Reusable Lid With Date 
Indicting Device", of Ferretti et al (continuation in part of application No. 09/277,270, 
filed March 26, 1999, now abandoned). 
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P.O. Box 312 

Clifton, Virginia 20124-1706 
Telephone: (703) 968-8600 
Facsimile: (703) 968-5500 
June 23, 2004 



Respectfully submitted, 




Michael W. Ferrell 
Attorney for Applicant 
Reg. No. 31,158 
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